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Understanding Mule Deer and Winter Feeding 
Humans are naturally compassionate, but our limited knowledge 

and resistance to accept “Mother Nature’s way” compels us to 

“assist” mule deer with winter-feeding programs. 

 

Several unique aspects of mule deer biology complicate the 

potential for successful winter-feeding. Unlike Elk that are grazers, 

mule deer are highly selective foragers due to their specialized 

digestive system. As ruminants that chew the cud regurgitated from 

their rumen, mule deer rely on a very complex stomach system to 

aide in digestion. Ruminants use bacteria to aid the digestion of 

food. Their digestive systems can’t adapt quickly enough to 

supplemental feeding, and they often starve to death with stomachs 

full of food. To quickly summarize: 

 

Pros:  

- You feel good about yourself for “helping” the deer. 

Cons:  

- You damage their digestive systems. 

- They congregate in larger groups, spreading chronic waste 

disease. 

- They starve with full stomachs. 

- You attract predators (such as mountain lions that prey on 

deer all year) to your neighborhood where they could attack 

you or your neighbors. 

- You break the law (it’s prohibited by our Town Code). 

- It’s very strongly discouraged by Wyoming Game & Fish. 

 

Board Members Needed! 
Planning & Zoning Board Members 

Be a part in giving back to your community. If you are interested in 

shaping how our community grows and develops, contact Town 

Hall and we’ll get you in touch with the P&Z chairman.  

 

Scheduled Meetings 

Town Council Meeting 

Wednesday, February 13th 

at 6:00 pm 

Town Council Workshop 

Wednesday, February 13th 

from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

 

Events 

Coffee with Mayor  

February 25th at 9:00 am 

 

Contacts 

Town Hall 

307-883-8696 
clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org 
 

Public Works 

307-880-5325 

 

Special Municipal Officer 

307-880-2666 

mailto:clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org
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Investment Board Members  

The Town has recently crafted an investment 

policy and procedures. Part of the process was 

developing an Investment Board. We are looking 

for people with banking, investing, or other 

applicable backgrounds to help us increase the 

return on our investments. If you would like to 

become a member of the board, please contact the 

Town Hall for more information.   

 

Jones Simkins, LLC Financial Audit 
Jones-Simkins, LLC. presented their findings for the Fiscal Year 2017-18 Financial Audit of the 

Town. The results of the audit disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are 

required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. No news is good news with regard 

to audits. We’ll keep it this way! 

Town Councilman Objectives 2019 
On January 10th the Town Council met to discuss 

priorities and responsibilities for the calendar year. 

Our Town Code mandates that each Town Council 

person be a liaison or chairman of one of our 

boards.  

The following is a summary of the various 

objectives for calendar year 2019 set by each 

councilman.  

Councilwoman Susan Abrams 
No objectives submitted.  

 

Councilman Lee Hansen  
• Natural Resources Board 

o Arbor Day 

- June 8th Celebration 

- Work with Star Valley Medical Center “Play Unplugged Program” 

- Work with Thayne Elementary 

- Complete Tree City Recertification 

o War on Weeds 

- June 15th War on Weeds Day 

- Cost Share with Lincoln Weed and Pest for Musk Thistle and Black 

Henbane harvest  

o FireWise  

- June 29th FireWise Day 

- Roadside Pickup last week of July 

- Complete Recertification 
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o Trails  

- May 22 Volunteer Recruitment and Training Day 

- Maintain/Improve all trails 

- Maintain Green Canyon Trailhead and kiosk 

- Expand Trails in conjunction with the Forest Service 

- August 10th “Garage Sale for Trails” Day 

o Vegetation Management and Landscaping 

- June 25th and October 19th spring and fall cleanup 

- July 6th Star Valley Ranch Garden Tour 

o Natural resource Week – June 10th through 14th  

• Investment Board 

o Recruit Members 

o Confirm Town Treasurer 

o Confirm Financial Advisor 

o Make 2019 Investment Choices 

• General  

o Roads 

- Become familiar with the overall Road Improvement Plan 

- Provide input as needed to future development 

o Wyoming Association of Municipalities 

- Attend Training Meetings 

Councilman Don Baillie 
• Planning & Zoning Board 

o Title 6: Buildings  

- Review and update to 2018 IRC/IBC Codes 

o Title 9: Zoning 

- Review for updates and compatibility with other ordinances 

o Title 14: Land Development 

- Review for updates and compatibility with other ordinances 

• Assist with the 2020 U.S. Census 

• General  

o Get better acquainted with the day-to-day operations of the Town 

Councilman Martin Occhi 
• Water Board 

o Continue to update 

Water Ordinances 

o Continue to monitor 

and update Water Rates 

o Start the 2019 Water 

Improvement Project to 

finish off the entire 

distribution system. 

• Assist in the transition to and 

utilization of the new Town 
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Hall Building. 

• Assist in long-range planning for the Town. 

 

Snow Removal  
Our Methodology 

After a snow storm, our first priority is to open 

up the roads. This usually takes the first 

complete shift of plowing. On subsequent days 

we widen roads and intersections and clean up 

around water infrastructure such as fire 

hydrants.  

 

Routes are also prioritized. Bus routes are 

cleared first, followed by any other arterial 

streets. Cul de sacs are tackled last. As a town and for obvious reasons, we cannot plow private 

driveways. 

 

The first big push generally takes place at night so that residents can leave for work in the morning 

with relative ease. Most people don’t even notice, but for those of you who do we are currently 

working on installing toggles on our back-up alarms so that we don’t disturb your sleep. 

 

Do Not Approach Equipment or Plows 

Unless there is an emergency, please do not approach snow removal equipment to speak with the 

operators. There are two reasons for this.  

1.) They have to open up 35 miles of roads, which is around 70 lane miles total! Factor in extra 

time for opening up intersections, maneuvering around parked vehicles, trash cans, etc. and 

that makes for a long day.  

2.) We generally plow in conditions where visibility is not the best, so approaching equipment 

can be very dangerous, resulting in injury or even death. 

If you need to contact us, please call Town Hall offices directly at 883-8696. We’ll communicate 

your concerns with our operators. Issues certainly do arise that need resolving and we want to do 

what we can for our residents.  

 

Follow Us! 
Do you feel like you are well-informed as to what’s going on in the Town? Follow us on social 

media and sign up for our email notifications. Our website is www.starvalleyranchwy.org. There 

you can sign up for our email notifications. We can also be found on Facebook and Twitter.  

http://www.starvalleyranchwy.org/

